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REMODEL RESET
HOW TO PREPARE FOR
PROJECTS WITH
CONFIDENCE

JASON MARLOWE - As the new
year arrives, many homeowners
are thinking about updates and
renovations. Whether your goal is to
improve daily living or to prepare
your home for a future sale, planning
remodeling projects carefully can save
time, money, and stress. A thoughtful
approach ensures that your upgrades
add both enjoyment and value to your
home.

SET CLEAR GOALS

Before picking up a hammer or
meeting with a contractor, define
what you want to achieve. Are you
looking to refresh your kitchen,
add a bathroom, or improve energy
efficiency? Are you remodeling to suit
your current lifestyle, or do you plan
to sell within a few years? Setting
clear goals helps you prioritize
projects that provide the most
benefit. For example, kitchen and
bathroom upgrades often deliver the
highest return on investment, while
cosmetic changes like paint, flooring,
or lighting can refresh your home at
a lower cost. Knowing your priorities
prevents overspending and ensures
the improvements align with your
long-term plans.

CREATE A REALISTIC BUDGET
Budgeting is a critical step in
any remodeling project. Start by
researching costs in your area,

including materials, labor, permits,
and unexpected contingencies. A
general rule of thumb is to allocate
10 to 20 percent of your budget for
unexpected expenses. Keep in mind
that high-end finishes or custom
designs may look appealing, but they
do not always increase resale value
proportionally. Balancing quality with
cost-effective choices helps you get the
most value from your investment.

PLAN PROJECTS FOR
MAXIMUM IMPACT

Not all remodeling projects deliver
the same return. Updates that
improve functionality, modernize
finishes, or enhance curb appeal tend
to increase home value and attract
buyers faster. Examples include:

+ Kitchen and bathroom upgrades:
New countertops, cabinets, or
fixtures can transform spaces and
appeal to a wide range of buyers.

desirable to buyers and can set
your home apart.

Strategically selecting projects
that balance enjoyment for you and
potential resale value ensures your
investment works on multiple levels.

TIMING MATTERS

Winter is an excellent time to plan
remodeling projects, finalize budgets,
and schedule contractors for spring
work. By preparing ahead, you can
avoid delays and make informed
choices about materials and labor
availability. Early planning also gives
you time to research designs, gather
inspiration, and consider long-term
maintenance needs.

WORK WITH PROFESSIONALS
Evenforsmaller projects,consulting
with a contractor, designer, or

¥ (QHUJ\ HIAFS BIRYWH P HiRQWMt can save headaches down

Replacing windows, adding
insulation, or upgrading HVAC
systems can reduce utility costs
and add market appeal.

* Curb appeal enhancements:
Landscaping, fresh paint, and
updated entryways make strong
first impressions and boost
perceived value.

 Smart home technology:
Thermostats, lighting, and
security systems are increasingly

MORGAN NOLL - We all want our homes to be in tip-top shape
when guests come to visit, So much so that it can motivate us to
tackle home projects that we’'d otherwise put off. Whether you
have a week or just a couple of days before your guests arrive, you
should prioritize cleaning and organizing the areas that will be most

important to your visitors.

ENTRYWAY

“The entrance your guests will use to enter your home is their

first impression of your house,” says Chris Willatt, the owner of

Alpine Maids, a residential cleaning company. “A dirty front door
area cluttered with dirt, leaves, and spider webs will signal to your
guests that the rest of the house is not clean.” Willatt recommends
sweeping the front door area, hosing down the pathway leading to
the entrance, and cleaning the door and windows.

LIVING ROOM
Guests will likely spend the most time in the living room. “Clear

away visible clutter like mail or toys, vacuum or sweep, and fluff
the cushions,” says Galia lvanova, owner of cleaning servics
company Cleaning Estimate. “A cozy, clean living room makes peo

feel comfortable immediately.”

KITCHEN

the line. Professionals can provide
insight on cost-effective upgrades,
code compliance, and the best way
to stage a home after remodeling.
Their expertise helps projects stay on
time and budget and ensures quality
results that can boost resale value.

buyers. Homes with updated kitchens,
bathrooms, and energy-efficient
systems often sell faster and at
higher prices. Buyers notice attention
to detail, functionality, and modern
finishes, all of which reduce perceived
work after purchase. Even smaller
improvements, like refreshed paint,
new flooring, or updated lighting, can
enhance the overall impression of
your home. A well-executed remodel
signals that the home has been cared
for, which can encourage offers and
speed up the sale process.

SMART PLANNING FOR 2026

As you set your remodeling goals
for 2026, take a measured, strategic
approach. Define your objectives,
create a realistic budget, and choose
projects that enhance both your
lifestyle and your home’s value. Early
planning, professional guidance,
and thoughtful design choices
make renovations smoother, more
enjoyable, and more impactful.
Whether your goal is comfort, style,
or preparing your home for the
market, a smart remodeling plan
ensures that your investment delivers
both satisfaction and results. Start
planning now, and you can enter

REMODELING AND HOME VALUEspring ready to transform your home

Thoughtful remodeling not only
improves your daily life but can also
make your home more attractive to

SIX HIGH-PRIORITY AREAS TO CLEAN
AND DECLUTTER BEFORE GUESTS ARRI

with confidence.

©2025 Discover Publications.

GUEST BEDROOM

: : : : Liora Seltzer, a professional organizer and owner of What U Keep, LLC.,
Everyone always ends up hanging out in the kitchen. “Give t suggests giving the room somewhat of a trial run ahead of your guests’
kitchen a thorough pre-guest cleaning so that food prep an visit. “Use the guest room before guests arrive,” she suggests. “That
cooking take place in a sanitary environment,” Pamela Wilkigyay, you'll find out what's needed, what needs to be replaced, etc.” For an

professional organizer at Joyganize Organization, says. “Clear the tablgxtra considerate touch, Seltzer suggests adding a welcome basket to the

and countertops as much as possible so there’s space for guests to room with some of the things people might forget, like extra toiletries, warm
put down drinks, plates, and any treats they might have brought.” An@docks, blankets, and some snacks.

while you're cleaning the kitchen, don’t forget to give the inside of your

fridge some attention, too. “Guests will almost always need somethin

from the fridge or try to put something away in it,” Wilkie says.

GUEST BATHROOM
Willatt states it quite simply, “No one wants to use a dirty bathroom.”
So, be sure to give the guest bathroom (or whatever bathroom the
guests will be using) a thorough clean. “I always make sure the toilet
TRASH CANS is spotless, the sink is wiped down, and a fresh hand towel is ready,” Ivanova
Trash cans are an often overlooked item when tidying upsays. “Don’t forget to check that there’s plenty of toilet paper within easy
but your guests are almost definitely going to need to throw reach.” “And though plungers are generally not very pretty, do make sure you
something away at some point. So, make sure the trash is nothave one,” Wilkie says. “If you can tuck it near the toilet so it’s visible but not
only emptied out before guests arrive, but also clean and smellingoo visible, that could prove to be a lifesaver.”
fresh. “Smelly or dirty bins, especially in the kitchen and bathroom,

can leave a bad impression,” lvanova says. ©2025 All rights reserved. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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SCRABBLE GJR

Hasbro and its logo, SCRABBLE®, associated logo, the design of the distinctive SCRABBLE brand

Z game board, and the distinctive letter tile designs are trademarks of Hasbro in the United States and
Canada. ©2024 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Distributed by Tribune Centent Agency, LLC.
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6 BEST SCORE 215 TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN —
D DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters in each row. Add points
of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-point
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Players Association info@scrabbleplayers.org. Visit our website - www.scrabbleplayers.org.
4 5 8 2 9 For puzzle inquiries contact scrgrams@gmail.com 10
ACROSS
O S W O 1 Make a splashy 26 Beehive State 51 Feel bad about
attempt resident 52 Best 5K times, e.g.
6 Cartoon cry of alarm 27 Conference room 53 Postgraduate pursuit
U Z L 9 Beer ingredient activity 56 Constellation bear
13 Expert inresolving 30 Tofusource 57 Buckeye State sch.
tense situations? 31 Right-angle bend 58 “Not so fast!” or
15 __favor: please,in 32 Actress Sarandon what one can do
Spanish 36 Daredevil Knievel with 20-, 27-, 45-, and
16 Conversely, briefly 37 Angioplasty tube 53-Across
17 Mark in the margin 40 Land unit 61 Tart-tasting
18 Polishbrand at anail 41 Syccinct 62 Writing tool
salon 43 Neither here __there 63 To the max
19 Eggon 44 Oblong tomato 64 13-Across’s override
20 Hard core exercise? 4o portal to another 65 Yellowstone
23 Syst. of hand level ruminant
symbols 49 Sneezer’s need 66 Matter of debate
25 Photographer Goldin
DOWN
1 __Z:Zoomers 14 Gives anew handle 42 Otherwise
2 Automotive prefix to, as arescue pet 46 Liechtenstein’s
with meter 21 Prepared to propose, continent
3 Performer witha possibly 47 Boat or gravy boat
small role 22 Writers McEwanand 48 Propagate anew
4 Slanted type, for Fleming 49 Divination deck with
short 23 Money in the bank, 78 cards
Failed, in a way say 50 Matter of debate
Informal pricing 24 Hot appliance 53 Dishevel, with “up”
words 28 Sprinter’s before- 54 Action with a
Flimsy excuse the-gun error basketball or a
Figure skater 29 Kagan of the cookie
Yamaguchi Supreme Court 55 Ticklish Muppet
9 Device that protects 33 Grabbed withboth 55 ore i Québec
teeth and gums hands 60 CBD-like compound
10 Bright and airy areas 34 Knight’s suit in some edibles
of some malls 35 Comes close
11 Connect after 38 “The Hunchback of
entering credentials __Dame” ©2025 Distributed by Tribune
12 “And __what 39 Slop holders on a Content Agency, LLC.
happened?” farm
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A FIVE-

-

DAY WINTER

GETAWAY TO COSTA RICA

CARMEN REYES — When winter
grips much of North America with
gray skies and frigid temperatures,
Costa Rica stands ready as a warm,
welcoming escape. A five-day winter
getaway to this tropical destination
delivers everything a traveler could
hope for: wide sandy beaches, lush
rainforests, fresh coastal dining, and
enough adventure to make the trip
feel both relaxing and energizing.
Whether you’re looking for a peaceful
break or a burst of outdoor activity,
Costa Rica’s blend of natural beauty
and easygoing charm fits the season
perfectly.

Most winter travelers begin by
settling into one of the country’s
many beachfront accommodations.
Options range from boutique hotels
tucked beneath palm trees to full-
service resorts where every balcony
seems positioned for sunset views
over the Pacific. Many properties sit
just steps from the shoreline, so the
rhythm of surf becomes part of the
stay. Morning coffee often comes
with the sight of pelicans gliding
low across the water, and evenings

bring the glow of lanterns and lively
music drifting from beachside patios.
These hotels usually feature pools,
hammocks, open-air lounges, and
direct access to sandy paths that lead
straight to the ocean.

Dining is equally memorable. Costa
Rica’s culinary style blends fresh
seafood, tropical fruits, and local
ingredients cooked with simplicity
and flavor. Coastal towns such as
Tamarindo, Manuel Antonio, and Jacé
offer a broad range of restaurants,
from casual open-air cafés to refined
establishments serving imaginative
dishes. A traveler can enjoy ceviche
with lime and cilantro one night, and
the next, sit down to grilled snapper,
plantains, rice, and beans. Smoothies,
fresh juices, and pastries sold at small
bakeries round out mornings before
hitting the beach or joining a tour.

No winter trip feels complete
without exploring the jungle
landscapes that frame the coastline.
Guided tours carry visitors into
national parks and private reserves
where tropical flora and fauna
flourish year-round. These walks

often begin early in the day, when
birds and monkeys are most active.
Scarlet macaws flash through the
treetops, howler monkeys call from
above, and brightly colored frogs
appear along shaded trails. Naturalist
guides help guests interpret the dense
vegetation, pointing out orchids,
giant ferns, and trees buzzing with
life. Many visitors consider these
jungle tours the highlight of their
stay because they offer a peaceful
contrast to the beach, showing the
layered ecosystems that make Costa
Rica a biological treasure.

After exploring the rainforest,
water sports add an exhilarating
dimension to the trip. Warm Pacific
waves make the coast ideal for
surfing lessons, and first-timers
often find Costa Rica’s gentle beach
breaks perfect for learning. Stand-up
paddleboarding provides a calmer
way to enjoy the ocean, especially in
the early mornings when the water
is smooth. Snorkeling excursions
take travelers to reefs where schools
of bright fish drift among corals,
while seasonal whale-watching and

dolphin tours offer unforgettable
encounters with marine life. For the
truly adventurous, some locations
also provide kayaking through
mangroves or jet-skiing along
protected bays.

Five days pass quickly, yet the pace
feels unrushed. Part of Costa Rica’s
magic is its ability to fill each day with
activity without ever overwhelming
the senses. Sunsets bring everyone
back to the shoreline, where the sky
glows in shades of orange and purple
before the warm evening settles in.
It’s areminder of why so many choose
Costa Rica as their winter refuge: the
country feels alive, welcoming, and
restorative.

A winter getaway here offers more
than sunshine; it offers a balance of
comfort, discovery, and natural beauty.
With beachfront accommodations,
delightful restaurants, rich jungle
tours, and energizing water sports,
Costa Rica delivers a five-day escape
that lingers in memory long after you
return home.

©2025 Discover Publications.
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OLD MONEY LOST
AND NOW FOUND
(HOPEFULLY)

LEE GINSBURG - It is quite common to lose control of old bank accounts,
insurance claims, vendor credits, pension plans, etc. Maybe not you, but your
parents or kids or family members who move around often. I personally
recovered $300 from an insurance company. Quite honestly I am not sure if
it was an overpayment or a claim settlement. But it does work. Here are some
websites you can search for your lost and forgotten money and property:

» Uncashed Checks and Dormant Accounts: missingmoney.com
« Pensions and 401’s: lostandfound.dol.gov
Back Wages: dol.gov/agencies/whd/wow
Forgotten Bank Accounts: closedbanks.fdic.gov/funds
» Savings Bonds: treasuryhunt.gov

Lost California Assets: sco.ca.gov/search_upd.html




LEE IS KEEPING BUSY!

101 Piccadilly, Unit D, San Bruno
Condo - 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
Call for Details!

819 Standish Road, Pacifica
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,230 Sq.Ft.
Sold for: $1,200,000

1401 Sequoia Avenue, San Bruno
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,120 Sq. Ft.
Sold for: $1,350,000

3403 Willis Drive, Napa
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Condo
Sold for: $565,000

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, GIVE ME A CALL AT 650-888-5662

1427 FLORIBUNDA, #304, BURLINGAME
2 BR, 2 BA Condo | Near Burlingame Ave!
SOLD FOR: $865,000

2028-2030 Taraval Street, San Francisco
6 Units | Mixed Use | Great Location!
Sold for: $1,320,000

COMING SOON!

31149 18th Avenue
Redwood City
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,930 Sq. Ft.

1517 Noriega Street
San Francisco
Duplex with 2 Bedroom 1 Bath Units

CALL LEE FOR MORE INFO!

3151 Summit Road, San Bruno
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,170 Sq. Ft.

1927 Diamond Street, #2, San Francisco
2 BR, 1 BA Condo with Views!
Sold for: $730,000

ate

LEE GINSBURG

Realtor
CA DRE#: 01391378

www.lLeeSellsMore.com

650-888-5662 | Lee@leesellsmore.com

Sold for: $1,150,000

2316 Kristie Lane, South San Francisco
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms, 1,330 SqQ. Ft.
Sold for: $1,200,000
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KIDS HAVE FUN, PARENTS
SEE RESULTS.

CODE NINJAS

COMING SOON!

(415) 770-7321

j SAN FRANCISCO STONESTOWN
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YEAR-ROUND FUN CAMPS DURING CODING THROUGH PLAY
FUTURE-READY TECH SKILLS
CODING PROGRAM SCHOOL BREAKS FOR YOUNG LEARNERS
For Kids Ages 8-14 For Kids Ages 5-15 For Kids Ages 5-7 FOR KIDS AGES 5-14
At Code Ninjas CREATE, Code Ninjas CAMPS turn Code Ninjas JR teaches Robotics Academy: Build and program

kids have a blast building
video games they love
while developing ninja
coding skills. Our
proprietary IMPACT
learning platform allows
kids to learn to code at
their own pace, following
an engaging game-based
curriculum. Our dedicated
Code Sensei® are there
every step of the way,
providing guidance and
support as your child
builds their coding skills,
earns new belts, and
becomes the ultimate
Black Belt ninja.

your child's tech interests
into a fun learning
adventure. Choose from a
variety of exciting camps,
such as Minecraft, Roblox,
game building, modding,
robotics, physical
computing, 3D design and
print, and video
production. Join the Code
Ninjas community during
school breaks and gain
valuable tech skills. Make
learning fun and
unforgettable!

KIDS BUILD LIFE SKILLS
FOR THE FUTURE

young learners coding and
problem-solving skills
through a fun, visual
curriculum. Our program
uses graphical
block-based coding,
perfect for pre/beginning
readers, and incorporates
screen-free activities like
robotics and circuits. Kids
can create games, tell
stories, and solve
problems while building
collaboration, creativity,
and critical thinking skills.

N
ACADEMIES

real robotics while developing problem-
solving and engineering skills! Hands
on tinkering with sensors, motors and
robotics kits.

Al Academy: Learn how to use Al tools
safely and creatively to build future-
ready skills. Interactive challenges that
teach critical thinking and inspire
curiosity about tomorrow's
technology.

CRITICAL
THINKING

PROBLEM SOLVING




